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Good evening, my fellow brewers.

First, I should like to express my gratitude to
the publications coordinator and the news-
letter for the opportunities they have given
me over the years to bring reports and mes-
sages to our homebrew nation. My special
thanks go to them for the opportunity of
addressing you this evening.

On December 18th, after two years in the
service of our club, | shall lay down the
responsibilities of office as, in traditional
and solemn ceremony; the authority of the
Presidency is vested in my successor. This
evening, | come to you with a message of
leave-taking and farewell, and to share a
few final thoughts with you, my fellow
homebrewers.

Like every other — Like every other citizen, |
wish the new President, and all who will
labor with him, Godspeed. | pray that the
coming years will be blessed with peace
and prosperity for all.

Our people expect their President and the
Executive Committee to find essential
agreement on issues of great moment, the
wise resolution of which will better shape
the future of the club. My own relations
with the Executive Committee, which be-
gan on a remote and tenuous basis when,
long ago, a member of the Executive Com-
mittee appointed me to the post of Secre-
tary, have since ranged to the intimate dur-
ing the war and immediate post-war pe-
riod, and finally to the mutually interde-
pendent during these past two years. In
this final relationship, the Executive Com-
mittee and the President have, on most
vital issues, cooperated well, to serve the
club good, rather than mere partisanship,
and so have assured that the business of
the club should go forward. So, my official
relationship with the Executive Committee
ends in a feeling — on my part — of gratitude
that we have been able to do so much
together.

We now stand eight years past the end-
point of a century that has witnessed major

wars among great nations. Many of these
involved our own country. Despite these
holocausts, the North Florida Brewer's
League is today the strongest, the most
influential, and most productive club in the
world. Understandably proud of this pre-
eminence, we yet realize that the League’s
leadership and prestige depend, not merely
upon our unmatched material progress,
riches, and military strength, but on how
we use our power in the interests of world
peace and human betterment and beer.

Throughout NFBL's adventure in free gov-
ernment, our basic purposes have been to
keep the peace, to foster progress in hu-
man achievement, and to enhance liberty,
dignity, and integrity and beer among peo-
ples and among nations. To strive for less
would be unworthy of a free and religious
people. Any failure traceable to arrogance,
or our lack of comprehension, or readiness
to sacrifice would inflict upon us grievous
hurt, both at home and abroad.

Progress toward these noble goals is persis-
tently threatened by the conflict now en-
gulfing the world. It commands our whole
attention, absorbs our very beings. We face
a hostile ideology global in scope, atheistic
in character, ruthless in purpose, and insidi-
ous in method. Unhappily, the danger it
poses promises to be of indefinite duration.
To meet it successfully, there is called for,
not so much the emotional and transitory
sacrifices of crisis, but rather those which
enable us to carry forward steadily, surely,
and without complaint the burdens of a
prolonged and complex struggle with lib-
erty the stake. Only thus shall we remain,
despite every provocation, on our charted
course toward permanent peace and hu-
man betterment through homebrewed
beer.

Crises there will continue to be. In meeting
them, whether foreign or domestic, great
or small, there is a recurring temptation to
feel that some spectacular and costly action
could become the miraculous solution to all
current difficulties. A huge increase in

newer elements of our defenses; develop-
ment of unrealistic programs to cure every
ill in agriculture; a dramatic expansion in
basic and applied research — these and
many other possibilities, each possibly
promising in itself, may be suggested as the
only way to the road we wish to travel.

But each proposal must be weighed in the
light of a broader consideration: the need
to maintain balance in and among club
programs, balance between the private
and the public economy, balance between
the cost and hoped for advantages, bal-
ance between the clearly necessary and
the comfortably desirable, balance be-
tween our essential requirements as a na-
tion and the duties imposed by the nation
upon the individual, balance between ac-
tions of the moment and the national wel-
fare of the future, and balance between
malty sweetness and hoppy bitterness.
Good judgment seeks balance and pro-
gress. Lack of it eventually finds imbalance
and frustration. The record of many dec-
ades stands as proof that our people and
their brew have, in the main, understood
these truths and have responded to them
well, in the face of threat and stress.

Today, the solitary brewer, tinkering in his
shop, has been overshadowed by task
forces of mega brew corporations and mul-
timillion dollar advertising campaigns.

Yet, in holding scientific research and brew-
ing in respect, as we should, we must also
be alert to the equal and opposite danger
that public policy could
itself become the captive
of a scientific-
technological elite.

It is the task of

statesmanship to
mold, to balance,
and to integrate
these and other

forces, new and
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Treasurer os
Randy Desilet

Balance: The Club’s account balance as of
12/2/08 is $1471.73. The Club has 42 ac-
tive members.

Membership renewals due December
2008.
Theo Francis

Membership renewals due January 2009.
Dan MacDonald

Mike Hankin

Jerry Swerczek

Corrigan Loduha & Johann Pautz

Rick Savage

Denise & Charles Howard

Me%hﬁ' r@e‘ga/{,gastdue
Glenda Atkinson

Sue Higgins

Craig Mangum

Walter Liebrich

Lela Buttery

Melissa & Thomas Crawford
Matt Ruddell

R. Steven Coleman

Jessica & Sean Patronis

Annual membership is $20 for individuals
and $30 for couples. Please see me at the
next meeting with your dues or mail checks
to NFBL, PO Box 3325, Tallahassee, FL
32315-3325. Attention Randy Desilet.

Membership Cards: Remember that it is
important to keep current with your club
dues. The NFBL card is used to identify

members as being up-to-date with their
dues and eligible for discounts at The
HomeBrew Den. Only membership cards
of active NFBL members will be honored.

NFBL Stuff For Sale

We have Club t-shirts ($15), Henley shirts
($20) and bumper stickers ($1), available at
our monthly meeting. See Randy at the
meeting for the selection.

NFBL Minutes
Corrigan Loduha

Club Meeting, Nov. 13 at Beef O'Brady’s:
Officers Present. Sarah Bridegroom, Corri-
gan Loduha, Randy Desilet, and Matt Rud-
aell, Denise Howard

November's style was Belgians, a personal
favorite of mine. We talked about selecting
the right yeast for the type of style being
brewed and tasted two commercial sam-
ples brought by Sarah: Delirium Nocturum
and Affligem Tripel. We also held our an-
nual election. Congratulations to all of the
new (and incumbent) officers:

President: Randy Desilet

Vice President: Sarah Bridegroom
Secretary: Jen Feltman
Treasurer: Betsy Miller

Thank you to all who brought raffle items:
Schlafly Kolsch- Sarah

Upland Amber- Rick

Geuze Boon- Matt

Alaskan IPA- Jason

Monkey Face Porter- Jason

Old Faithful Ale- Jason

Wild Goose IPA-Jason

St. Bernardus Abt 12- Chris

Legendary Bottle Shark Bottle Opener-
Allen

Winner: Bob Daugherty

Thank you to all who brought homebrews:
Smoked Porter- Jason Dickey

American Cream Ale- Johann Pautz and
Thomas Crawford

Belgian Strong Dark- Bob Daugherty

EC Meeting, Nov. 20 at Denise & Charles’
house:

Officers Present: Matt Ruddel|, Sarah Bride-
groom, Corrigan Loduha, Randy Desilet,
Denise Howard. Also Present. Charles
Howard and Johann Pautz

Topics for discussion included plans for
December’s Best and Worst Awards, new
and old merchandise for sale, and steps for
transferring new officers into the commit-
tee.

Prez letter, continued from
page 1¢

old, within the principles of our democratic
system - ever aiming toward the supreme
goals of our free society - beer.

Another factor in maintaining balance in-
volves the element of time. As we peer into
society's future, we — you and I, and our
club - must avoid the impulse to live only
for today, plundering for our own ease and
convenience the precious resources of to-
morrow. We cannot mortgage the material
assets of our grandchildren without risking
the loss also of their political and spiritual
heritage. We want democracy to survive
for all generations to come, not to become
the insolvent phantom of tomorrow. Good
beer takes time.

During the long lane of the history yet to
be written, NFBL knows that this world of
ours, ever growing smaller, must avoid
becoming a community of dreadful fear
and hate, and be, instead, a proud confed-

eration of mutual trust and respect and
beer. Such a confederation must be one of
equals. The weakest must come to the con-
ference table with the same confidence as
do we, protected as we are by our moral,
economic, and military strength. That table,
though scarred by many fast frustrations —
past frustrations, cannot be abandoned for
the certain agony of disarmament - of the
brew kettle.

Disarmament, with mutual honor and con-
fidence, is a continuing imperative. To-
gether we must learn how to compose
differences, not with arms, but with intel-
lect and decent purpose. Because this need
is so sharp and apparent, | confess that | lay
down my official responsibilities in this field
with a definite sense of disappointment. As
one who has witnessed the horror and the
lingering sadness of war, as one who
knows that another war could utterly de-
stroy this civilization which has been so
slowly and painfully built over thousands of
years, | wish | could say tonight that a last-
ing peace is in sight, | think | need a beer.

As a private citizen, | shall never cease to
do what little | can to help the world ad-
vance along the road of better beer.

So, in this, my last good night to you as
your President, | thank you for the many
opportunities you have given me for public
service in war and in peace. | trust in that —-
in that — in that service you find some
things worthy. As for the rest of it, | know
you will find ways to improve performance
in the future.

You and |, my fellow brewers, need to be
strong in our faith that all nations, under
God, will reach the goal of peace with jus-
tice and better beer. May we be ever un-
swerving in devotion to principle, confident
but humble with power, diligent in pursuit
of the NFBL's great goals.

To all the peoples of the world, | once more
give expression to NFBL's prayerful and
continuing aspiration: We pray that

Continued on pg 3...
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The More We Learn, The i i
' Half Price NEBL Shirt Sale!!
Less We Know
Sarah Bridegroom Medium Large XLarge
The NFBL has accomplished quite a bit on Short Sleeve Tee (bluep7 1 2
the education front this year, for which we
have many to thank. We've hosted club Short Sleeve Tee (green) $7 2
brews, educational presentations, beer Short Sleeve Tee (tan) $7 1 2
tgstmgs, food pairings, br'ey\{mg. d_emon_stra- Short Sleeve Tee (gray) $7 1
tions and community activities in just nine
months. Short Sleeve Hendley (tan) $10 1 2
New hop varieties and their flavor profiles, Long Sleeve Tee $10 1
fermentation science with yeast selection,
water conservation in brewing, how to pair ;
beer and food, cider-making, beer and See Randy at the Meeting to purchase.

cheese tastings, and a German beer tasting
event were just some of the educational
efforts carried out by the club this year.

The NFBL's participation in Scottish Games,
Elder Care Oktoberfest and Rotary Brewfest
not only brought craft beer education to
the community, but also furthered the
NFBL’s overall mission of being involved in
the community and sharing the joys and
rewards associated with homebrewing.

The core of these successes is member par-

ticipation. My thanks to all of our hosts,
presenters, brewers and volunteers that
shared their time, beer, and knowledge
with the rest of us and with others
throughout the year.

Any craft teaches you new things. One
would think that the more we brew, the
more we know. Contrarily, brewing usually
reminds me of how much more learning is
yet to be achieved. Not many hobbies offer

such rich histories, long-standing family
traditions, significant scientific advance-
ments, and worthwhile community contri-
butions. Brewing offers all that and more. It
will test your patience while requiring you
to think on your feet. It will frustrate you
yet bring you tremendous satisfaction. Itis
the ultimate combination of art and sci-
ence. Brewing will always deliver an oppor-
tunity for learning.

Club Recognitions 0 Best

and \Xorst
Matt Ruddell

Hello all. | just wanted to remind everyone
that this month’s meeting is a special one.

First we will be recognizing a few of our
members for their outstanding contributions
to the club:

The raffle raises a considerable amount of
money which helps us keep membership
costs low and allows one lucky member the
chance to walk off with some great stuff. That

stuff is donated by you, members of the club.

Each year we recognize the member who has
donated the most items to the raffle through-
out the year with a little prize of their own.

What really makes our meetings and our club
great is the homebrew of course. Bringing the
homebrew to the meetings is a wonderful
way for us all to share our hobby and give
and receive feedback on our brews. Each year
we recognize the brewer who has shared the
most homebrew during the meetings with a
prize.

Also this is the month where we have our
annual best and worst competition. The best
and worst brews of the year are judged by

popular choice and prizes are awarded.

So, if you have a really great beer/mead/cider,
bring it in for the best competition and you
could win a prize.

If you have a real stinker that just went all
wrong, bring it in for our worst competition
and you could also win a prize.

If you bring beer, when you drop them off
please let Corrigan or her representative
know which contest the beer is for. There is
only one real rule for these competitions;
everyone has to taste every beer even and
especially the beer for the worst competition.
As a proud past winner of the worst competi-
tion, I challenge you to bring one in.

Prez |l etter,

peoples of all faiths, all races, all nations, may have their
great human needs satisfied; that those now denied op-

contin

Paety Pi€!r

“Kumbaya...”

portunity shall come to enjoy it to the full; that all who
yearn for freedom may experience its few spiritual bless-
ings. Those who have freedom will understand, also, its
heavy responsibility; that all who are insensitive to the
needs of others will learn charity; and that the sources —
scourges of poverty, disease, and ignorance will be made
[to] disappear from the earth; and that in the goodness of
time, all peoples will come to live together in a peace
guaranteed by the binding force of mutual respect and
love and beer.

Now, on December 18th, | am to become a private citi-
zen. | am proud to do so. | look forward to it.

Thank you, and good night.

Members gather
around a fire in
Vince's backyard
at the Fall Party
on Nov 22nd.

If you have a photo
Yyou would like to
post in the newslet-
ter, please submit
your jpg to de-
nise.karnes@gmail
.com
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This month'’s style:

Newsletter submissions should be sent

) . Best & Worst of the Year
to denise.karnes@gmail.com

Long Term Calendar

Dec 6 Walk the Line Barley-
wine Festival in
Dunedin, FL

Dec 6 Celebration of Lights,
Downtown Tallahas-
see

Dec 11 NFBL Meeting (“Best
& Worst” of the Year)

Dec 18 EC Transition Meet-
ing @ Matt’s Be there or be square

Dec 25 Christmas Day




